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Neville’s Narrative
Hi all,
Another Fun Run has been planned and run smoothly.
Unfortunately, the number of runners registered keeps
dropping each year largely due to competition from other
runs. Even on the same day as ours there was a Fun run/
walk for Dementia Australia. I still love the event we do and
we still had close to 500 runners which is great but given the
amount of time and effort that goes into running it, the
amount we earn per hour of work would be very low. It is
actually a fun event and good publicity for our clubs but do
we need to consider other options?

Neville and Jenny Blomeley
President
2018-19

After saying all that, a huge thank you to Graham in
particular and all of the committee for the work that went into
the Fun Run. It will still give us some much needed funds for
the charities we want to support. It is great that we are still
given the $25000 each year from the Lawrence Edwards
Wilkins Fund to give to Choices as part of the event. The
rest can go to, particularly, BeefBank and some others.
This year I certainly want to support Pushing Barriers, the
Fiji Kindergarten, and ROMAC but if anyone has causes
they would like supported please talk to me.
Next week, we are running a stall at Farm Fest in
Toowoomba for BeefBank. Hopefully, we will get a lot of
support for it from cattle breeders and others through cash
donations and donations of cattle. Unfortunately, we don’t
see much of Andrew Rodgers at our Club meetings but his
contribution to BeefBank is massive.
Our Rotakids Club is going well and starting fundraising for
Fiji.
I look forward to a great month to wrap up what I think has
been a really good year for the Club.
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3th July
Club Changeover Jindalee Hotel
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That was the week that was or TW3
Raffle: Gerry Gebert would have had a happy evening!
International Toast: Graeme Stratford toasted a bundle
of clubs from Barcelona. 17 clubs have set up a
programme that is, vaguely, an extension of BeefBank to
serve hundreds of meals daily through restaurants and
hotels. Literally thousands of people have received meals
and the clubs have been supported by a wide variety of
sponsors including a major bakery which supplies 5,000
pastries a day. See the full article on the next page.
Secretary: Nick mentioned that he had input all the
missing birthdays of club members on My Rotary...but
offered no guarantees on correctness.
He also mentioned a talk to the District Leadership Team
about the YASS programme for membership development
which he will circulate in due course.

International: Glen has spoken to Billy in Nausori about
the next round of DFAT grants. Billy also said that what
the village also needed was a truck so that they could get
their produce to market quickly and with less spoilage. The
truck would also earn money for other things including
being used as a school bus (for which the Government will
pay). Also need were some solar panels.
Glen also mentioned that she had looked further into the
reconditioning of laptops.
BeefBank: Farm Fest is coming up (4-6 June ). Andrew
and Tony had a meeting with the PR people this week.
Pushing Barriers: Tracy mentioned the raffle at the
Jindalee Hotel Boutique Markets
From the Desk of the President:
•

Fun Run: 340 registrants.

Satellite club: Struggling to get numbers for the Fun Run. •
Foundation: The Global Eradication Initiative has set
2023 as the elimination of Polio. John wanted to have a
movie night in aid of the Polio campaign but we also noted
an opportunity with World Polio Day coming up on 24
October.

•

Social activity at the Jindalee on Friday next week.
Our hangover would cost $55 per head.
The Wine and Food Festival looks good.

including corporate membership. He did wonder whether
our involvement with the local schools could lead to some
of the teachers becoming members.

Club Assembly
Craig Carson outlined some of his ideas for next year.
He was keen to have greater cooperation between the
local clubs: for instance, in deer proofing the environment
in conjunction with Brisbane City Council. Club
cooperation might also lead to bigger projects.
Youth projects would also feature during the year and
Craig would like to see if it is possible to host a Youth
Exchange Student...although host parents have been an
issue in the past. He also noted using the 4074
Community Forum as a tool for host parents. Rotakids is
obviously a continuing project. Craig was also interested in
being involved in the recently announced ANZAC Day
grants for memorials in schools.

Among the charities Craig would like to support during the
coming year was Giving Grannies, noting that Lyn
Atkinson, herself, might also need some assistance
The club assembly noted that the loss of six members in
the Stanthorpe club including long time member, Angelo,
and a past District Governor is an object lesson to club
presidents. Some wondered what would happen the club’s
major fund raiser, ‘Opera in the Vineyard’.
Geoff Williams asked Nick Curry could make a
presentation to the club on the YASS system of club
membership recruitment that he had mentioned earlier.
Nick undertook to get the full details but noted that it was a
highly prescriptive system which had proven results.

Craig saw our involvement in Fiji as continuing and he also The meeting also decided that the ‘4-way Test’ should be
wanted to look at more social activities.
recited by the chairperson only and that the chair would
stand.
Membership is always something that is foremost in the
minds of presidents and Craig is keen to explore all options The role of the ADG was discussed with some
Craig
explains his
vision for the
year whilst
members
listen with
rapt
attention…
sort of!

disappointment
that these
people did not
play a more
proactive part.

Alpan - Food for the Needy
The ALPAN (Food for Needy) project is an initiative dating
back to 1998 from the Rotary Club Madrid, which consists
of preparing meals as well as transporting and distributing
them in soup kitchens that welcome people in need or at
risk of social exclusion.
The Project was formally born on June 19, 2012, with the
signature in a solemn act of an agreement between the
Most Excellent Mayor of Barcelona, Mr. Xavier Trias, the
Governor of Rotary District 2202 2011-12, Mr. Pere
Galvany and the President of the FASVOL (Association of
Volunteers of La Caixa), Mr. Lluís Romeu.
The Project started with a van, 10 hotels and collaborating
restaurants and 10 volunteers from the Association of La
Caixa who provided 100 daily menus to two soup kitchens
(50 each).
The menus consist of a first course, a second, dessert and
bread, made expressly by the hotels and restaurants
adhered to, following a weekly dietary plan designed for
each dining room according to the characteristics of its
beneficiaries.
Currently the ALPÁN project already has 7 social dining
rooms and 25 hotels and restaurants in Barcelona that
provide daily food to 500 people, from Monday to Friday.
Hotels and Restaurants participate at the rate of five hotels
per day, once a week)
Collaborating companies:
•

RACC, keep the vans.
Today (a while ago)!

1851

1873

Harriet Beecher Stowe's anti-slavery serial, Uncle
Tom's Cabin, or Life Among the Lowly, starts a
ten-month run in the National Era abolitionist
newspaper.
Sultan Barghash bin Said of Zanzibar closes the
great slave market under the terms of a treaty
with Great Britain

1883

The first regularly scheduled Orient Express
departs Paris.

1956

Elvis Presley introduces his new single, "Hound
Dog", on The Milton Berle Show, scandalizing the
audience with his suggestive hip movements.

1967

The Six-Day War begins: Israel launches surprise
strikes against Egyptian air-fields in response to
the mobilisation of Egyptian forces on the Israeli
border.
The Suez Canal opens for the first time since the
Six-Day War.

1975
1981

The "Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report" of
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
reports that five people in Los Angeles, California,
have a rare form of pneumonia seen only in
patients with weakened immune systems, in what
turns out to be the first recognized cases of AIDS.

1989

The Tank Man halts the progress of a column of
advancing tanks for over half an hour after the
Tiananmen Square protests of 1989.

•

Meroil, pay for the fuel.

•

Fiact, pay the insurance of the vehicles.

•

Europastry, weekly provides 5,000 units of pastry
and bread for the Lestonnac School of Badalona so
that 500 children can have breakfast.

•

Michael Shara, monthly 400 kg of meat products for
the dining room of CanPedró.

•

The commercial chocolatiers, desserts.

•

Fruits Cultivar, desserts.

•

Fishermen's Association, at a rate of about 1,000 kg
of fish monthly, according to season.

The ALPAN Project in Barcelona since its inception and
until last January of 2015 has achieved the goal of
delivering 100,000 menus .
A goal that the 17 Rotary Clubs of Barcelona, together with
the volunteers of "la Caixa" and all the companies and
collaborators, we did not imagine. To the point that next
month we hope to open this social initiative in Badalona in
what will be the eighth social dining room under the
tutelage of ALPAN.
Contributed by Graeme Stratford

Paddington Rotary Club
is looking for old laptops which it
repurposes as Teacher in a Box servers.
They have requests from PNG and other
needy places. So if you have an old
laptop that is being used as a ship’s
anchor, contact Stephen Kirby at
stephenk@elstar.com.au

SMILE!

New Maccas Meal

McDonalds have a new value
meal - it’s called a McShorten,
Happy Birthday to:
Kirsten Tucker

3 June

I said to myself; “Sue,
you must stop drinking you can have anything you like in
wine.” Fortunately, my it, and the bloke behind you in
line has to pay for it.
name is not Sue!

The 4-way Test

Duty

5/06/2019

12/06/2019

Of the things we think, say or do

Chair

John Woodward

Craig Carson

Bill Dalby

John Woodward
Dianne Scotte

1.

Is it the TRUTH?

Duty Officer

2.

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3.

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Fellowship
Officer

Steve Stoneley

4.

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Rotary talk

Geoff Williams

International
Toast

Steve Stoneley

